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Edward Alexander Bouchet Graduate Honor Society 
 

Edward Bouchet (1852-1918) was the first African American to earn a doctorate 
from an American university when he earned a Ph.D. in physics at Yale University 
in 1876. He was also one of the first African Americans to be elected to Phi Beta 
Kappa.  Also, he was the first African American to graduate from Yale College in 
1874.  Bouchet was the sixth person in the western hemisphere to earn a doctorate in 
physics. 
 
The Bouchet Graduate Honor Society was inaugurated on Thursday, September 15, 
2005 with a simulcast ceremony held at the Yale University and Howard University.  
The co-founding chapters seek to recognize and continue Dr. BouchetÕs pioneering 
contributions to doctoral education. 
 
 The Howard University and Yale University partnership with the Edward A. 
Bouchet Graduate Honor Society recognizes outstanding scholarly achievement and 
promotes excellence and diversity in doctoral education and the professoriate.   The 
Bouchet Society seeks to develop a network of preeminent scholars who exemplify 
academic and personal excellence, foster environments of support, and serve as 
examples of scholarship, leadership, character, service and advocacy in the 
academy. 

 
 

 
Scholars eligible for membership are exemplars of character and leadership, enrolled in high academic standing, 
advanced to Ph.D. candidacy, and chiefly nominated by their primary research advisor. 
 
Application Mater ials: 
 

• Bouchet Graduate Honor Society Membership Application Form; 

• Curriculum vitae; 

• Three letters of recommendation submitted from each of the following: 

(1) the nomineeÕs dissertation advisor 
 (2) a graduate faculty member invested in the nomineeÕs research 
 (3) a faculty member, dean or director at the nomineeÕs institution 

• Current official transcript(s);  

• Approved candidacy form; 

• Dissertation prospectus (5 Ð 10 pages); 

• Statement addressing how the candidateÕs educational accomplishments will contribute to the mission of the 

Bouchet Society; 

• Interviews for top candidates with the Bouchet SocietyÕs Membership Selection Committee will be held 

during the week of January 29, 2007. 
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2007 Membership Intake Timeline: 
 

1. Application information and materials will be available to graduate faculty members on Wednesday, 
November 22, 2006. 

 
2. Deadline for receipt of nomination materials Ð Friday, January 19, 2007. 

 
3. Top candidates will be contacted during the week of January 22, 2007 to schedule an interview with the 

Membership Selection Committee. 
 

4. Interviews will be held during the week of January 29, 2007. 
 

5. Announcement of new members Ð February 5, 2007. 
 

6. Induction Ceremony on Saturday, March 31, 2007 during the Bouchet Diversity Conference held at Yale 
University. 

 

Membership Application Checklist:  
 

 Bouchet Graduate Honor Society Membership Application Form 

 Curriculum vitae 

 Three letters of recommendation submitted from each of the following: 

1. the nomineeÕs dissertation advisor 
2. a graduate faculty member invested in the nomineeÕs research 
3. a faculty member, dean or director at the nomineeÕs institution 

 Current official transcript(s) 

 Approved candidacy form 

 Dissertation prospectus (5 Ð 10 pages) 

 Statement addressing how the candidateÕs educational accomplishments will contribute to the mission of the 

Bouchet Society 

 

Submit Application Mater ials to: 
 

The Bouchet Graduate Honor Society 
c/o  Dr . Chontrese Doswell 
Assistant Dean 
Graduate School 
Howard University 
4th &  College Streets, N.W. 
Annex I I I  Building, Room 106 
Washington, DC 20059  

 
All mater ials should be submitted in one complete package by Fr iday, January 19, 2007. 
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EDWARD ALEXANDER BOUCHET GRADUATE HONOR SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
 
  

                               

Name of Nominee (fi rst  middle  last)       Email Address                    

                                                                                                                            

Current Address      Phone (include area code)     

                         

City    State    Zi p  Country 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
  

 
 
Degree(s) Obtained:      Degree(s) Sought:       
  

!   PhD !   PhD/ EdD   !   PhD !   PhD/ EdD 
!   PhD/ JD !   PhD / MD   !   PhD/ JD !   PhD / MD 
!   PhD/ Other ___________    !   PhD/ Other ___________ 
 
 
   

Expected Degree Completion Year:______________         
 
 
Primary Research Field:  
!   arts and humanities     
!   biological and life Sciences 
!   social and behavioral  sciences    
!   engineering and physical sciences 
 
Department:   _________________________________________________________  
 
 
I have read the eligibility criteria and wish to apply for membership into the Bouchet Graduate Honor Society in the 
nomination procedures. I understand that the induction ceremony will take place at Yale University on March 31, 2007. 
 
 
_________________________________________________    ___________________________ 
Print Name         Date 
  
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature
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